Chagas outbreak in Venezuela {#cesec10}
============================

12 people from the same family in a municipality of Merida State, Venezuela, have fallen ill with the parasitic infection [Chagas](http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=3475040){#interrefs10} disease. The illness is transmitted via the faeces of the blood-sucking triatomine bug infected with the *Trypanosoma cruzi* parasite. The faeces can also contaminate food sources and the disease can spread through the oral route; this is the suspected cause of this outbreak. Of those who fell ill, three have died. Chagas disease is mainly found in endemic areas of 21 Latin American countries. The Health Corporation in Merida State is investigating the outbreak to establish the cause and control measures required.

Ebola virus disease in Liberia {#cesec20}
==============================

On June 29, 2015, routine surveillance in [Liberia](http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=3487558){#interrefs20} detected a case of [Ebola](http://apps.who.int/gho/data/view.ebola-sitrep.ebola-summary-20150703?lang=en){#interrefs30} virus disease. This is more than 7 weeks after Liberia was declared free of Ebola virus transmission. The case was a 17-year-old man who had died on June 28, 2015, from a febrile illness, which was managed as malaria but later confirmed positive for Ebola virus disease. The young man received a safe burial in Nedowein, Margibi, the same day he died. The source of infection continues to be under investigation because the case reportedly had no recent history of travel or contact with visitors from affected areas. An incident management team so far has identified close to 200 contacts, from these three people have also been confirmed as positive for the disease and another case also met the probable case definition.

Moses Massaquoi, the case management team leader for Liberia\'s Ebola task force, stated that the three men with confirmed or probable infection had shared a meal of dog meat. He added that an investigation is underway to discover whether domestic animals might be carrying the virus

Update: MERS in South Korea {#cesec30}
===========================

Between May 20 and July 5, 2015, 186 laboratory-confirmed cases of [MERS-CoV](http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=3486383){#interrefs40} were [reported](http://www.who.int/csr/don/03-july-2015-mers-korea/en/){#interrefs50} in South Korea (33 died, 116 recovered, and 37 are being treated at present). 12 of those on treatment are reported to be in a critical state. The case fatality rate in this country is 17·8%, whereas in Saudi Arabia it is 44%. The 186th confirmed case was a fourth-generation infection, the spouse of a third-generation case. As of July 3, 2 067 contacts are being monitored. MERS-CoV was first discovered in Saudi Arabia in 2012, since then WHO has been notified of 1363 laboratory confirmed cases including at least 487 deaths.
